 PAGE 
4

When We Were Young: Coming-of-Age Stories in Transnational Contexts
ARTSSCI 1138.XX
Prof. Benjamin Hoffmann

Hagerty 221, hoffmann.312@osu.edu
Course description

French philosopher Paul Nizan famously declared: "I was twenty, I won’t let anyone say those are the best years of your life." In this seminar, we will study coming-of-age stories that address the particular challenges of being young. By looking at fictions from Japan, France, Germany, and the United States, we will investigate the way fictional characters grapple with existential problems experienced by all young adults: what does it mean to grow-up? When do you stop being a teenager and become an adult? How do you discover your sexual identity? What do you learn from your first love? How do you recover from your first break-up? How do you negotiate your changing relations with your family as you become older? How do you find your own place in the world? Students will explore these various questions through creative writing and close-reading exercises and discover literary and cinematographic works of fiction from around the world. 
Goals: 

1.    Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human thought and expression.

2.    Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
3.    Students develop their critical and analytic abilities, as well as work on the clarity and  
      precision of their writing. 
4.    Students develop skills in oral presentation. 
Coursework:
During each seminar, we will discuss two texts written in advance by two seminar participants. The first text will be an analytical essay on the work being studied. 48 hours before class, one student will post on Canvas a 1500-words essay on one aspect of the representation of youth in the text that she/he found particularly interesting. One half of the seminar participants will post on Canvas a 400 words text responding to this essay. The second text will be a creative writing exercise inspired by the readings. A second student will find on Canvas a prompt describing the 1500 words text she/he will be supposed to post on Canvas 48 hours before class. The second half of the seminar participants will provide constructive comments on this text, suggest improvements and modifications. Students will use the document “How do I Respond to a Literary Text?” (Canvas) and write four paragraphs (around 400 words) they will post online before the seminar. The class will be divided in two groups: the first group will respond to the analytical essay and the second group to the creative writing exercise; the following week, roles will be reversed. For the final paper, students will pick one book or one movie in the list below (or suggest beforehand an additional title to the instructor) and write one 2000 words essay on the following question: “What are the specific challenges of youth depicted in this work and to what extent does it suggest ways to overcome them?”.  
Required Texts and Movies:
· Murakami, Norwegian Wood
· Louis, The End of Eddy
· Hesse, Siddhartha 
· Linklater, Boyhood 

Final Paper: Suggested Readings

· Dickens, David Copperfield
· Ferrante, My Brilliant Friend 
· Flaubert, Sentimental Education
· Hemingway, A Moveable Feast
· Kipling, Kim
· London, Martin Eden 
· Murakami, Kafka on the Shore
· Prévost, Manon Lescaut
· Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye
· Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Final Paper: Suggested Movies
· Coppola, The Virgin Suicides 
· Fremon Craig, The Edge of Seventeen
· Guadagnino, Call Me by Your Name
· Jackson, Heavenly Creatures
· Kechiche, Blue Is the Warmest Color 
· Miyazaki, Spirited Away
· Rohmer, Summer Tale 
· Romanek, Never Let Me Go
· Salles, The Motorcycle Diaries
· Truffaut, The 400 Blows
Attendance and participation: Attendance is required and will be recorded daily. Absences will affect your grade adversely due to missed material and discussion. After three unexcused absences, your participation grade will be reduced by 30%. After 3 additional absences, your participation grade will be 0. Each additional absence will result of a 5% reduction of your final grade. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to manage missed work and materials.
Conduct and Etiquette: This class is about both your individual creativity and a group’s dynamic. Constructive interaction means being on time, staying through class, listening actively, speaking in turn, speaking civilly in all circumstances, and keeping your integrity (on-line as well as in person). Disruptive or overly passive modes in the class meetings will result in negative effects on the corresponding student’s grades. 
Grading Scale:

	A  93-100
	B+ 87-89.9
	B- 80-82.9
	C  73-76.9
	D+ 67-69.9
	E 59.9-0

	A- 90-92.9
	B   83-86.9
	C+ 77-79.9
	C- 70-72.9
	D 60-66.9
	


Grading: Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory 

Class participation: 30% 

Oral presentations: 40% (20% each; 3 bonus points per additional presentation) 

Final Paper: 30% 
Academic Misconduct Statement
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/.
Disability Services 
The University strives to make all learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental health, chronic or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately discuss options. To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request that you register with Student Life Disability Services. After registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so that they may be implemented in a timely fashion. SLDS contact information: slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; slds.osu.edu; 098 Baker Hall, 113 W. 12th Avenue. 
Mental-Health Statement 
As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student’s ability to participate in daily activities. The Ohio State University offers services to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. If you or someone you know are suffering from any of the aforementioned conditions, you can learn more about the broad range of confidential mental health services available on campus via the Office of Student Life’s Counseling and Consultation Service (CCS) by visiting ccs.osu.edu or calling 614- 292-5766. CCS is located on the 4th Floor of the Younkin Success Center and 10th Floor of Lincoln Tower. You can reach an on call counselor when CCS is closed at 614-292-5766 and 24 hour emergency help is also available through the 24/7 National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273- TALK or at suicidepreventionlifeline.org. 
Biographical Statement 
A native of France, I grew-up in Bordeaux, studied in Paris for several years, and moved to the United States to attend graduate school. I am an Associate Professor in the Department of French and Italian, specializing in Early Modern French Literature and Literary Theory. I have published a book on the representations of America in French Culture, a philosophical essay on the concept of posterity, as well as four novels in French. At OSU, I teach a wide array of undergraduate and graduate seminars, including Creative Writing in French, French Literature in the Age of Discovery, and Eighteenth-Century Literary Experiments. I am the Resident Director of the Global May in Paris program. 

	Week
	Theme
Orange: Reading for the day

Blue: Creative Writing Exercise.
Green: Critical Essay. 


	Presentation

	1

	Introduction to Course


	No Presentation

	2
	Murakami: chapter 1, 2, 3. 
Discovering College
Essay on Norwegian Wood.


	

	3
	Murakami: chapter 4, 5, 6. 
First Love
Essay on Norwegian Wood.


	 

	4
	Murakami: chapter 7, 8, 9. 
First Break-Up 
Essay on Norwegian Wood.

	

	5

	Murakami, chapter 10, 11. 
Choosing Your Path
Essay on Norwegian Wood
	

	6
	Louis: chapter 1 to 4
My Parents
Essay on The End of Eddy

	

	7
	Louis: chapter 5 to 7
Middle-School 
Essay on The End of Eddy

	 

	8
	Louis: chapter 8 to 9
My Siblings

Essay on The End of Eddy

	 

	9
	Louis: chapter 10 to 13
Troubles

Essay on The End of Eddy
 
	

	10
	Hesse: The Son of the Brahman; With the Samanas; Gotama
Leaving Home
Essay on Siddhartha 

	

	11
	Hesse: Awakening; Kamala; With the Childlike People
Happiness 
Essay on Siddhartha

	 

	12

	Hesse: Samsara; By the River; The Ferryman
Going Away
Essay on Siddhartha

	 

	13
	Hesse: The Son; OM; Govinda
A Pearl of Wisdom
Essay on Siddhartha

	 

	14
	Boyhood
Leaving Home
Essay on Boyhood

	 

	Final Paper




